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effect of which if adopted would have been
to erase from the regimental colors of the
United States army, among other names,
those of such battle-fields as Manassas,
Chancellorsyille, and Cold Harbor? We be-
lieve that we won those fights, and wonder
why a resolution of Congress should be ne-
cessary to blot them from the list of Union
victories recorded on the standards of its
armies.,

Do we not all think that we know some-
thing about the second battle of Manassas ;
and yet is not General Fitz Johu Porter, the
man who fought us so stubboruly at the first
battle of Cold Harbor, now in disgrace be-
cause it was proved to the satisfaction of a
Federal court-martial that ball’ the Confede-
rate army was not in fict where we know it
was on the 20th of Aungust, 18627

Aund, on our side, have not all read Gene-
ral Joseph E. Johnstou’s * contribution of
wiaterials for the use of the future historian
of the war between the States ™3 and has
auy man risen from the perusal of that in-
teresting book without being convineed that
its distinguished anthor is mistaken as to
some of hisstatements, or that ull the rest of
the world is in durkness and ignorance ?

I will venture te present two, and only
two, iilustrations of the perplexities in which
the *1uture historian ot the war between
the States ™ will find himself juvolved when
he comes lo compare the materizl cootri-
buted by General Johnston with the otber
wiaterial centributed by official records and
documents which General Johnston seems
not to have seen, or not to have consulted,

He, Gonersl Jobnston, says on page 1435 of
his Narrative: *¢ The authorof Alfricod’s
Life ot Jefferson Davis aud some other
Liographers represent, to my disparagement,
thut thenrmy with which General Lee tought
i the *seven days® was only that which
I had comwanded, Itis very far from Lbe
truth, Geweral Lee did notattack the enemy
until the 26th of June, because he was em-
ployed from the tirst until then in forming
% oerest arwy by bringiog to that which 1
Lad  eommanded 15,000 men from North
Carolina under Mujor-Generul Holuies, 22,000
from south Carolisa and Georgia, andabove
10,000 tfrom ‘the Valley,” in the divisions
of Jacksou and Ewell, which the vietories
of Cross Kevs and Port Republic had rea-
dered di=posabile”

General Jobpston states in a note the
sotirees of his informution, He says: * Gen-
crul Holmes told me in General Lee's pre-
senee, just betore the fight began, ou the
31st of May, that he had that foree (15,000
men) ready to join me when the President
should wive the order.” e then refers to
other evidenee, which he says is in his pos-
session, woing to show that the reioforee-
ments brought by General Holmes to Gene-
ral Lee, and which took part in the ** seven
days™™ batles, amonnted to 15,000 men.

As 1o the 22,000 from Seuth Curoliva and
Georgia, General Johnston suys

 Gieneral Riples gave methis pumber, Te
brought the tirst brigade—3,000 men. Gen-
eral Lawton told me that his was 6,000
Generul Drayton that his was 7,000, Toere
was another brigade, of which 1 do not
know the strength,”

Now, tne future historian of the war
would not beapt to question the accuracy of
i statement made by General Johnston in re-
pelling insinuutions in disparagement of him-
selfs and if be did not push his investigations
bevoud the liunts of the Nurrative would
he apt to record thut from the three sources
mentioned by General Jobnston the army
under General Lee was augmented by thir-
ty-seven thousand men before the battles
aroitnd Richmond began.

Aud yet how bard the future historian
will be putto it to reconcile the statemwents
in Jobnston's Narrative with the oflicial re-
ports made at the time, In the first volume
of the ofticial reports of the operations of
tbe Army of Northern Virginia, published
by authority of Congress, at page 151 will
b found General Holmes™s statewent of the
nuwber of wen brought by him to take part
in the nattles around Richmond,

He then says that he was joined on the
20ty of June by Genersl Wise with two
regiments of seven hundred aod BIy-1wo
bavonets, and two batteries of artillery,
and adds: = The effective Torce voder iy
orders thus amounted to six thousand in-
fantry and six butteries of urtillery,” being
less by pine thousaud than General Jobn-
ston’s Narrtive assigos to General Holmes,
Gepersl Johinston says that Ripley s origude
was five thousand strong, and that Ripley
told bim s0. There may possibly have been
thut number of men borne upon the rolls
of the brigade, but we bave General Rip-
ley’s efticial report of tue number under his
commuud who touk part in the battles
around Riehmond, .

At page 234, volume T., of the official re-
ports, Genersl Ripley says: “The nguregate
foree which entered into the serics of en-
gagements on the 26th of June wus bweniy-
turee hundred and sixty-six, including pio-
pecrs and the ambulance corps.”

The Narrative puts the force under
General Lawton at six thousand men, but
before toe future bistorian makes use of this
contribotion to bis materials be would do
well to rend General Lawtow’s official report,
at puze 270 of the volume already referred
to, where he wiil find that General Lawton
gives the force which he carried into the
hattle of Cold Harbor on the 27th ot Juue,
1862, as thirty-five hundred men.

| bave not been able to find General
Drayton’s report of the part his com-
mand took in the engagements around
Richmond, it  he did  take  puart
in them, and therefore canpot com-
pure  General Jounston’s — statement of
the streneth of Drayton’s hrigade with any
officiul statement 3 but it the numbers given
officially by Holwes, Lawton, und Ripiey be
correct they brought less thun 11,866 men to
reinforee the asrmy at Richmond iostead of
96,600, as estimated by General Johnston,
Ripley and Lawton bronzat, seeording to
their official reports, 3.866 men instead of
11.000, a= stated in Lbe Nurrative; and
Holmea, after being redaforced by 750 iu-
fantry from Wise, uuwbered 0,000 muskets
instend ot 15,000,

It Ripley sod Lawton brought but 5,866
¢ffective en to reinforce the nymy around
Richmond, “eounting pioneers and the am-
bulupee corps,” it follows that Drayton’s
brigade, and the other whose strength
General Johnston says he does not know,
st have made up the rest of the 22,000
men who, we are told by Geperal Johnston,
came to assist in the * seven days”” batile
froin South Carolina and Georgia.

That is, those two brigades, Drayton’s und
the upkuown one, must bave numbered
about 14,000 men, General Jobnston suys
that Geperal Drayton told him his brigade
was 7,000 strong, so that the unknown bri-
gade mu~t have had 9,000 men to wake up
the 22,000 that came from South Carolina
aud Georgin, It may have been so. There
may bave been a brigade 9,000 strong s but
in speaking nvout it before you 1 thipk it
safest to mention it as the “unknown
brigade.”

Aud before leaving this subject let mc
sugeest to the future historian of the war
that before he writes Drayton’s brigede
down us contributing seven thousand men
to the army around Ricbmond in the *se-
ven days’ 7 battle, it will be well for him to
inquire whether Drayton’s brigade was with
the army at all until after MeClellan was
driven trom the Cbickahominy and the
Army of Northern Virgivia bad murched
porthwardly upon 4 new eampiuign.

He will find no trace of Drayton’s brigade
in the reports of the seven days’ battles,
aithongh they are so mioute as 1o contain
the reports of captains of corapanies.

A Confederate brigade, seven thousand
strong, would probubly have taken some
part worth reporting in tbose battles, and
1ts name would most probably buve appear-
ed in the oflicial account.

But he will find some of Qrayton’a regi-
ments appearing in the official accounts of
the subsequent operations of the Arm of
Northern Virginia at Manassas and In o
As to the “ upknown brigade, I

land.
gink tbat will turn out to be & very small

command under General Evans, of South
Carolina, which was not with the army
during the battles around Richmond.

Another fnstance of the dificnlty which
surrounds any one who ventures to enter
into a detailed history of the war will be
found in the same Narrative of which I
have been speaking, On page 140 Geveral
Johnston says: * About noon (of the 1st
of June) General Lee was assigned to the
command of the Army of Northern Vir-
ginia by the President, and at night the
troops - were ordered by him to return. to
their camps near Richmond, which they did
soon after daybreak ¥ (Mounday, Juune 2d).

On the next page, General Jobnston pro-
ceeds to describe the relative forces and po-
sitions of the armies that bad been engaged
on Saturday, and says, with reference Lo the
condition of affairs on Sunday, Juune 1st:

“ Alter nightfull, Saturduay, the two bodies
of Federal troops were completely separated
from the two corps of their right, beyond
the Chickahominy, by the swollen stream,
which had swept away their bridges, and
Sumner’s corps, at Fair Oaks, was six miles
from those of Heintzelmsn and Keyes,
which were at Bottom’s bridge; but the
Conlederate forces were united on the front
and left flaink of Sumner’s corps. Such ad-
vantage of position und superiority of num-
bers would huve enabled them to defeat that
corps on Sunday morning, before any aid
could bave come from Heintzelman, after
which his troops, in the condition to which
the action of the day before had reduced
them, could not have made effectual resist-
aunces

Aud again, on pnge 143, General Johnston
S1Ys ‘

* No action of the war has been so little
understood as that of Scven Pines. The
southern people have felt no interest in it
beganse, being unfinished in consequence of
the disubling of the comwander, they saw
no advantuge derived from it j und the Fede-
ral commmnnders cluimed the viclory because
the Conftederate forees did not renew the
battle on Sunday, and fell back to their
cumps on Monday.”

The meaning of these extracts is that
the Confederate army lost a great opportu-
pity to destroy that of Generul MeClellsn
the day after General Johnston was wound-
ed, and that Geoeral Lee is responsible for
the loss of that opportunity because Lie took
command about noon on Suopday, and at
night ordered the troops back to their camps
neur Richmoud instead of pressing the ad-
vantuge they hud gained on Saturday aud
availing himsell of the separation cf tbe
Federal forces caused by the flood in the
Chickabominy.

Now, I helieve that General Johnsien is
the last person ip the world to endeavor to
magpify his own great meri's by deprecii-
ting the conducet ot others, and especially by
depreciatipg the conduet of owoe wnose
nawe, canonized by death, is treasured
by the solthern people in their jumost
hearts, And yet General Johnston has
fallen into an error in those purts
of  his  Nurrative that I bave quoted
which is caleulated to give the sunc-
tion of his great name to a reflection upon
the capacity snod conduct of the illustrious
chier under whowm the Army of Northern
Virginia attained its undying renown.

General Lee cdiid not take commaud of the
army * zgbout noon” on Sunday, nor were
the troops ordercd by him *“lo return to
their camps near Ricbmond.”

When General Johnston, unfortunately
for the country, wus wounded, Generui G,
W. Smith succeeded to the commund of the
army, and retained it for a few days, until
bis intirtn health compelled him to relin-
quish it.

General Lee did not take cowmand beiore
the 3d of June,und when be didg the troops
were already in the camps near Richmoud,
wheuee General Johnston hiad led them Lo
fizht the battle of Seven Iines, of which he
truly says that ¢ po action of the war bos
been so hittle understood.” Nerdo I mean
by what I have sald to disparage General
Swith. The opportuuvity of which Gienesui
Johnston speaks did not become huown ue-
ul some days after the battle, wnd could not
therefore bave been used the duy after Gon-
eral Jonnston was wounccd.

Whbhen you reflect that those who have
every desire to tell the truth, and whose op-
portunities of knowing the facts of which
they write are so far superior to wy own,
have fallen into errors which 3 aus suie they
will be tbe first to correct, you will readily
understand why I do not venture to scleet
from all the events which marked the his-
tory of the Army of Northern Virgioia avs
one of its great battles as the su bieet of iy
aldress to-night. I have been enguged for
two or three years, as scme of you hay
koow, in trying to write an account of the
lite und achievements of the great leader of
the Army of Northern Virginia: and, cob-
scious of my icability to ** rise to the height
of that great argument,” I have spared Bo
labor to make what I shall write accurale,
however in other respects it way fall below
the dignity of the sulject.

The Secretary of War suw proper to deny
my request (preferred by a distinguished
sepator of the United States, who boenors
me with his confidence and (riendship,) to
be permitted Lo examine the capturcd re-
cords of the Contederaie Government, of
the contents of which some wore loriunate
Federal officers have from tiwe to tite given
what the lawrers call ** parole testimouny.”

1 have thus been thrown back upon other
gources of information, and while L am most
grateful for the wssistance I have received
from officers, both Federal and Contederate,
to whom 1 bave applied, candor compels me
to acknowledyge that the seeker after truth
bas & bard time ot it when be undertakes to
deseribe with apything like minuteness any
of the great battles of the war,

Ever since the surrender at Appomattox
Courthouse I bave regarded myselt asa man
of peace,but Lam obliged to admit that on oue
or two ceasions, when I was in pursuit of
information, 1 have nearly cowe to Llows
with sowe zeslous Federal officer who in-
sisted upon conviucivg me that the Confede-
rale army was beuten in the Wilderness, or
with, some unrecoustructed rebel who would
not admit thut we were repulsed at Gettys-
burg, -

Kuowing, therefore, the difficulties that
beset the way of the honest inqairer, I east
the mantleof charity over the errors of those
who venture to provide © materials for the
use of the future historian of the war between
the States™; but T shrivk from following
their example lest I also [l into the same
condemnation.

There are, however,
facts with reference to the war {rom the
study of which a better uml_erstar.dmg of
military operations ean be derived thau from
a detailed history of marches and battles,
and 1 propose to invite your atteation to one
of these interesting and iustructive cou-
siderations, 1 refer Lo the influeuce upon
the conduct and issue of the war in Virgluia
which was exerted by the selection of the
city of Richmond as thesest of the Confede-
rate Government and the establishment here
of those depdts and urseuals necessary (o
supply an army operating morth’ of the
James river. It is mot pessible in fuct_to
explain the operations of the contending
armies in Virginia without n plear under-
standing of tbe importance which the pos-
session of Richmond acquired duriog the
progress of the war. For four years the
greatest efforts of the Federal Government
were directed to the capture of the city,
while the stropgest army of the Confederacy
was srduously enguged and finally ex-
hausted i its defence.

he political consequence assigned by
common consent to the capital of u country,
and especially to the cupital of a country
struggling for recognition, would deubtless
bave rendered any place which the Confede-
rate Government might have selected for that
purpose & prominent object of attack ; but
Richmond bad & value in & military pointof

some undisputed

view that far exceeded its political impor- | po

tance.
The great region of
tween the James river

country that lies be-
and the Potomac has

become historic. It was the Flanders of the
wor; and it is no exaggeration to say that
nearly or quite a quarter of & million of men
perished in the fierce struggle for its posses-
sion in which the armies of the North and
South were engaged for nearly four years,

This territory was of great value to the

Eﬂ_::}f_edemcy on account of the supplies it

ished to the army,and the recruits
whom its brave and patriotic population sent
to our ranks,

But it was not, the supplies and the re-
cruts which gave it its chief value.

The effectiveness of any army of the Con-
federacy depended in a great degree upon
{ts proximity to the enemy’s country, and it
soon became apparent that the same number
of Confederate troops could not be placed
where they would give occupation to so
much of .Lhe vastly superior force of the en-
emy as in that region between the Jumes
and the Potomuc, within reach of the sensi-
tive southern frontier of the United States,
on whose extreme border stood the city of
Wushington, for the safety of which the
Federal autborities considered no prepara-
tion excessive, no sacrifice too great.

A few considerations will suggest, rather
t!‘mn fully explun, tbe importance to the
Confederacy of heing able to maintain In
Nortbern Virginia an army safliciently
strony to keep alive the fears of the Wush-
ington Government for the safety of that
city, and the defence of the avenues of up-
proech to the large cities of Marylynd and
Penpsyivania,

The resources of the Federal Government
greatly excecded those of the Confederacy.

.Aflvr the frst battle of Manassas Mr.
Lincoln pereeived that while the morul effect
of speaking of the wuar 2s one waged for the
suppression of a rebeilion wis of service in
uniting the difierent political parties in the
North and in giving the prestige of legiti-
mucy to hiv zovernment with those of other
nilions, vet that in outh the North, uoder
the pume of the “ United States,” had en-
tered upon a war of conquest, and he forth-
with begen to prepare for it on a scale ade-
quate to the cmergency,

More than half a million of men were
called to arms, and an army was speedily
launched stronz enough to perform the great
task commmitted to it of blockading the south-
ern coast from the capes of Virginiz to the
mouth of the Rio Graude, and uliimately to
turn the dnbious scale of war in fuvor of
the balfizd armics of the Union,

The results of this vigorous policy were
gnon manifested,  Yast armies gathered
along our frontier; tbe nimble gunboats
and powerful irep-clads swarmed io our
rivers and along our coasts, and every part
ef the South fcit ft=elf’ exposed to invasion,

1t was manifestly iwpessible for the Coun-
federate Governwent to attempt, with any
bepe ol stiecess, to oppose this vast foree at
cvery pointthat mirht be assatled.

Tue undisputed control of the water, and
the extensive coist and great navigable
rivers of the South, evabled the Federal
Government to attick so many points at
ouce Lhut the aitemapt to oppose the enemy
everywhere would have led to the ruinous
dispersion of the Confederate forces, The
fatal consequences of such an attempt hud
been demonstrated as soon us militury oper-
ations were resuwmed in the beginuing
of 1862,

Kentueky and a great part of Tennessee
were quickly overrun, Missouri was practi-
cally lost, the important city of New
Oricans fell into the bands of the enemy,
General Jobnston found himself obliged to
retive from Northern Virginia, and strong
expeditions  of the enemy succzeded in
extublishing themselves along our Atlantic
coust.

The Confederates hud some- troops every-
where, but not enough to be eflicient any-
where, Bat although they must abandon
the hope of being able to oppose the enemy
suecessiully at every point of attack they
might still, by concentrating their forces and
threateniug some vuloerable part of the
Federal frontier, compel the encmy to pur-
sue the same policy of concentration, and
icave Lim with fewer troops with which
to assail exposed localitics. The pozition
of the city of Washington, aod the great
importance attached by Mr. Lincolun aod
lis advisers to its possession, afforded such
an opportunity to tbe Conlederate com-
mander,

Tue safety of the Federal capital was so
essontial to the successtul prosecution of the
war that the precautions taken by the au-
thorities st Washington to provide for ifs
defence were slways in proportion to the
politiea) importance attached to its posses-
sjon rather than to the actual extent ot the
denger that threatened it.  The presence of
the army of General Johnston at Muvassas
detsined the army of Geueral MeClellan,
more than three times as strong, at Wash-
ington during the autumn auG winter of
i861-"¢2. The udvance of tbe small force
of Juckson down the Valley, when he
drove General Baolis over the Potomuce,
at o lime when the Federnl arms were
everywhere successful, excited such ap-
prebension for tne safety of Washiogton
that the streng army of MeDowell was re-
catled from ¥ rederickshurg to oppose him,
and Geperal MeClellun deprived ol ifs ¢o-
cperstion in bis intended attack ou Rich-
mond.

T'hese results were so entirely out of pro-
portion to the real dunger 1o which at auy
time Washington wus cxposed thal they
naturally suggested the idea that by avail-
iz ourselves of the extreme sensitiveness
of the Federal authorities on the subject we
could compel the concentrativn of their
forces and ciuse them to abundon some parts
of our country which we were not »troug
enough to protect.

This will be found to be a marked feature
of the operations of the Army of Northern
Virginin uuder the command of Geueral
Lee,

it will be remembered that be resorted to
this plun o compel the army of General
MeCiellnn to  withdraw from the James
after it bad been dislodged from its po-
sition on the Chickahomny, He did not
lesitate, notwithstanding the declaration
of General McClellan of bis iuteution
to renew his operations against Rich-
mond [rom his new buse, to detach the
whole of Jacksow’s commund, which wud
speedily foliowed by the strong divizion of
A, P. Hill. .

These troops, under the energetic lead of
Jackson, crossed the Rapidun and attacked
the army of General Fope with a boldnoess
which caused bim to conbce[ve a very exag-
rerated idea of their numbers,

EBI’ope'sd advance was checked, and the
troops of General Burnside, which had been
recalled Lo assist Mctlellan, were brought to
Frederickshurg to cobperate with Pope n
resisung the advance of the Conlederate
army. This movement of Burnside wud? it
evident that nothing would be_under_tsken
by McCleilan, and General Lec immediately
begau to move the Test of his urmy porth-
ward, confident thut he would thereby ne-
celerate the recall of McClellan from the
ames, - :
E At the same time the troops of D. H. Hill,
which had been'stationed south of James
river, were drawn to Richmoud, with such
reipforcements as the withdrawal of General
Burnside from North Carolina bad made dis-
posable, with orders to follow the nain
body of the army northward as soon as
General MeClellan sbould be recalied.
Thus was completed that great step to-

hich resulted in the formation of
{%:w[fov:;rrul Army of Northern Virginia.
It is worthy of notice that the army did
not receive its name until after it bad retired
from Northern Virginia and was engaged in
defending Richmond. The name seems Lo
pave been inspired by the conviction that
Northern Virginia was

gscene of Its operations.
This concentration un our part, and the
Washington was sup-

er with which
dngegdl;o be menaced, brought about the re-

ticipated by General Lee. -
suﬁsc?)?alhﬁ a.rm§ was brought to reinforce

Pope, and troops were taken from the coast

wards the concentration of the Confederate | g

destined to be the,

of Carolina and from Western Virginia to
aid in defending the Federal ital i

capital, und it
was evident tbat a Confederate army could
not render more efficient service and afford
more complete protection to the country
Lhan by arousing the apprehensions of the
authorities at Washington for the safety of
that city. i

The advantage which the Confederacy de-
rived from its ability to maintain a strong
army near the morthern and northeastern
border of Virginia will also appear if we
reflect what would have been the condition
of sffairs had the Confederate army been ex-
pelled from that region, and bad it fallen
back towards the North Carolina line, a3 it
would bave been obliged to do in order to
keep up its connections with tbe South.

It is evident that in that case the whole
southern border of the United States, in-
cluding the city of Washington, wouid bave
been relieved of serious apprebeansion of dan-
ger, and the troops that were occupied in
providing against an expected ipv4sion on
our part would have been left free to be em-
ployed in aggressive movements against us.

The efteet of the loss of Kentucky sod the
greater part of Tennessee upon military
operations in the West will further iliustrate
my meaning, After our troops in rthe West
bad fallen back so far from the northern bor-
der, and extensive districts of couniry pruc-
tically in the possession of the enewy in-
tervened belween them and the Obio river
and the States beyond, the enemy bud a
much greater foree at his disposal fer use in
the field than would have been the case had
be been required to guard bis long south-
ern border.

Time will not permit me to point out all
the advantages resulting from the teoure
of Northern Virginia vy the Coufedersey,
but T huve said enough nt lewst toindicate to
my thoughtful hearers that the great strug-
«le of nearly four years which was waged
for the possession of this region involved
consequences to the Confederacy of far
greater importavee than the mere loss ol ter-
ritory,or of the recruits snd supplies that
it derived from Northern Virginia,

But while the presence of our army in
Northern Virginia was of advantuge to the
Confederacy in mapy ways, some of whoich I
have suggested, it is apparent that, to enable
that arwy to accomplish its olject, it needed
all the strength the Confederaey could give
it. It was near lbe porthern border, in
the presence cortinually of the most pow-
erfut of all the Union armies, and continu-
:liﬂy exposed to the attack of superior pum-

ers,

With all the important consequences
which depended upon the ability of that
army-to mwaintain itself, and in view of the
gizantic task imposed upn it of meeting
the repeated eftorts of the enemy to foree it
further back from the Union frontier and
from the Federal capitaly it would seem that
the army had as much ws it cculd do, and
that the skill of its leader and the courage of
liis men would tind full employment io per-
forming the arduous tusK immediately beiore
them,

You will now understand the sulject to
which I proposed to invite yuur atlention—
that i, the iofluence which the situa-
tion and military importance of the cty ol
Lichmond excrted upon the conduct and
issue of the war.

Valuable as the possession of Northern
Virginia was to the Confederacy, its posses-
sion cune to depend entirely upon our ahility
to detend the city of Richmond. There were
establisbed the depots and arsenals which

were to supply thearmy operating in North-
ern Virginin, or tbhrough Ricamond Lthe

army bad its chiel means of access to its
sources of supply further south,

With Richmond in the bands of the ene-

my, it is evident thut no lurge Conlederate

army could have been maintuined in North-
ern Yirginia. There was po otber city in
Virginia that bad railroad conuections with

the South suflicient to furnish transportus
tion for the supply ol such un aryas it
was important to waintain in Northern Yir-
winig;

Lynchburg might have been counnceted
with railroads in Nortu Carolina, aud thus

have had an interior line of communieation

with the South less uccessibie to the epemy

than any that Richimond possessed ; but uo
guch conneetion was made, nor does it profit
now toinquire whether iv could bave been

made,

If 1 have succeeded in impressing yon

with g sense of tie importance of Northern

Virzinia to the prosperous nmintevance of
the war on the part of the Conlederacy you

cinnot fuil to pereerve thatin addition Lo the

greal tosk which devolved upon that army

in the imuediate lield of its operations it

bad also co assume all the dflicuities which

the situation ol Richmond wmposed upon

tho<e who undertovk to detend it,

Early in tue second year of the war the

Confedersey was comprlled to yield to the

enemy the quiet possession of the James

river to within a lew miles of Richmond.

From that time it was always possible tor

the Federa!l Governmeat to transpott trogps

from Lhe North within less thun o duy’s

march frow the eity witbout toe fear or

even the possibility of interruption by us.

It i unnecessary to refer to the additional

fucilitics aflorded by the York river Lo Lhe

enemy to approuch Richmond.

‘T city of Richwond, upon the safety of
which depended the ability of the Confede-

racy to maintuin apn cflicient army.in Nortb-

eru Virginia, was in fuct alost us accessibie

{rom Lhe north by water as the city of Alex-

andrin. Its distance from the buse ot the

Tederal army that couid be brougit to

operite against 1t gave it no ‘;-.d-.'unlugu it
that army could almost reach its gates by u

sufe apd rapid water traosportation. In at-
tieking the eity, situated us it was, the pow-

erful flotilla of the epemy was aovle to co-

operate etliciently with its land forees, so

that the gefenders of Richwond had to resist

the combiped efforts of the Federal army

and nuyy, Nor did Richmond possessauy

of the adyantages for the purposes of de

fence of an inland town, even sheuld the

enemy, renouncing Lthe tacifities which his

command -of the water attorded hiw, ut-

tempt to approach the city by land. Tue
movement of Geaersl Grant io 1864 from

Culpeper Courtbouse lo Lue James  river
illustrates clesrly the disadvantages which

the army defending Richmoud was toreed o

jueur ewing Lo the peculiar situation of Lhe
city.
Ge
Courtnouse, abundo
with Washington by

neral Grant marched from Culpeper
ping the commnunication
the vrange and Alex-
andris road. But he had no need o care for
his old communieation, for his first balt in
the Wilderness, and bis pext at Spotsyl-
vania Courthouse, afforded Lim a0 easy and
safe access to the Potomac river at Aquis
crzck, within a tew hours sail of Washing-
ton, by a road directly in tbe resr of and
covered by bis army, As Gegeral Grant ad-

vanced further south from Spotsylvania
Courthouse to the Aunas, the Rappaban-
ve him vew

nock below Fredericksburg g
water communication with s base, usiog
Port Royal, in the rear ol his army, as u
landing.  When his third stage brought him
to the Pamunkey, a new and _pcrt‘cctly safe
communication was opeved with Washing-

n by the York river and the Chesapeake
't;c:l\y. }And when his last march brought him
bis communication with Wash-

to the James,
ington und a
safe and perfect,
tachment of & 8l
u?tr l\‘v:ltl thus be seen that althougg angral
Grant’s march was thus tbrough Virgioia it
was attended with few of the dlﬂ;cullies that
beset such a movemwent ina hostile country
n the presence of an enemy. :
OI.'.I‘het Fepdeml army was not troubled with
the protection of it lines of communication,
for it abandoned one only to find another
the end of every march.
of the opportunities thhst
ch n movement usually affords those who
::slst an invading army seeking to penetrate
the interior of a country, the army of Gene-
ral Lee could only oppose direct reslsm:hm
to the progress of the enemy, and hence the

Il the northern poris became
without requiring the de-
ngle mun [rom his army to

bloody contests between the few and the
many that strewed the road from the Rapi-
dan to the Jumes with thousands of dead and
wrgmded.

ut while Richmond could thus be easil
approacbed by wuter, and while it hud mmi

against an advarce of the enem {
the difficulty of defending it in caieb: F]“::tcl:lii
ral army too strong to be dislodged snonld
succeed in establishing itself near the city
Jvas insuperable, Sueh a #tate of affuirs re-
versed all the conditious of a successtul re-
etsll?nce ?g a wesk to a strong force,

would impose upon the weak
the protection of long lines of x‘:a?[:;;?
without which neither the troops nor thé
populution couid be supplied, while the
stronger army would be perfectly safe in its
commupicalions and free to use every maa
[misthte.é:u_.lrpose of attack.

ut 1t is unnecessary for me to point out
to those who took part in the dff’c-neeozf
Richmond the mavifold and fatal disadvan-
tages they struggled so bravely to overcome,
1 buve said enough to show the diflicuities
that beset that defence, und yet all these
difficuities wire added to the duties, cares,
and labors of the Army of Northern Vir-
ginia, :

1 have_ only time to refer to one or two
illustrations of the disadvintages which the
defence of Richmoud, in vider to waintain
itsell’ in Northern Virginia, imposed upuon
the army—disudvantages proceading alto-
getber from the exposed situation of the
city and the absolute naval supremacy of the
enemy,

It is plain that the necessity of looking to
the difence of the city against the great

of theadvuarages of an interior ciLy even as [ I

inforce Geperal Bragg at a time when It
was thought that General Lee would nob
require his whole force in Virginia. .In fact,
may mention that whiie our army lay on
the Rapidan, in the wiater of 1863 and 1

it was at one time in contemplatios to se
Generul Lee bimsell to take command of the

not be snceessfully defended except by keep-
;;z ;hf army at s distance was Mustrated to.
e fist, :

struggliug with fresh and ever-ipereasi

Lee’s coaviction of the necessity of prevent-
ing the enemy from pressing the siege of
Richmond toat he did not hesitate to reduce
his strengrh still forther to aim one last blow
at the Federal capital in the hope that he
might thus ciuse General Grant to send part
of hisarmy to its defence.

Sueh was the o* ject of General Early’s ex-
pedition to Maryland,

It was not supposed that General Earls's
small force would induce the withdrawal of
Geper.l Grant’s srmy, but it was boped that
e luticr would be induced to detach a part
of hi~ force ; and 10 that event nisforcements
could be seut tv General Early, until ut last |
the seeue of Lostilcies might once more hé
travslesret bow Ricimond to the northern
Iruntier, a0t oue Wule eXpensive campsign
ol the enemy ne ustrated. But the vast
superiony ei the enemy in numbers enabled

peril to which it way constuntly ex,osed)
conld pot fail to influence and control toe
operations of the army. I

You will remember how, in the winter of
18622763, toe fear of a0 suvauce of tue enemy
on the south side of the Juwes ciused the !
detachment from the army at Fredericks. |
burg of the greater part of Longstreel's
corps, and the apprehension of danger to
Richmond from that direction was so great
that it was not cousidered cxpudicnt o ae-
turn these troops to the army even for the
purpose of taking port in the battle of
Clianeeliorsyille, Tle atiscuce of these troops
exposed the army of General Lee to the
greatest peril, and perbaps stripped the vie-
tory of Chaneellorsyiile 0 tue b uils 1L wigit
huve borne,

Agiin, you will remember that the pre-
gence of a Iederal fleet in the James
and the movement of a Federal army
from Dermuda Hundreds detained from
us one of the strongest divisions
of Longstreet’s corps while we were
grappling with our gigantic enemy m the
Wilderuoess and at Spotsylvania Courthouse.

The sawe neeessity prevented us from
calling to our assistunce the other troops, un-
der General Brauregard, on the south side of
the Jumes, with whose aid we might once
more have rolled the tide of war back to
our nortbern border and made the result of
the enewy’s eampaign of 1864 hike that of
1862 and of 1863,

But the most marked influence which the
situation ot Richmond and the nreessity of
providing for its defence exerted upon the
conduet of the war in Virginia was in its
conpection with the expeditions of the army
beyond the Potomue,

This I shall endeavor briefly to explain.
The great adyantages which the enemy
would bave in bLesieging Rickmoud were so
appurent that it was a saying of the com-
mander of the Army of Northern Virginia
that Richwond was never so safe as when its
defenders were absent, His meaning was
that the safety of Richmond depended upon
our ability to employ the enemy at a dis-
tance and prevent his near approach to the
city.

Such was the policy adopted by bim, and
which secured the comparative safety of
Richmond from the time the army moved
pnorthward in 1862 o the time when, wern
out witb more than Lwo years of exhansting
war, it was foreed to retire within the en-
trenchments of Richwond before the great
and ever-increasing multitudes of its adver-
sary.

But it was only by acting upon the appre-
hensions of the enemy that sueh a result
could be attained with the force under Gene-
ral Led's command,

Accordingly, when by the secound battle of
Minassus be had drivea the united forees of
Pope and deClellan, with all the rdaforce-
ments that had been added to them, hack
upon the defences i Wushiogton, it became
necessary tor Geaneral Lee to decide how he
could prevent them from sending an
cxpedition by water against Ricbmond, and
thus necessitating the withdrawal of the
armny from Northern Virginia to defend the
city, To do this would pe practically to
give up the advantages we had gained in
the campaizn from Richmond to Manassus,
IL was out of the question to attempt
to besiege the Federal army io twe de-
fonces of Washingtoa south of the Poto-
mae even hod Gepersl Lee been provided
with the means to do so; nor, could those
works have been taken, would any advant-
are bave resulted at all connpensurate with
the sacrifice of life that would have atiended
the effrt, as thearmy would still buve been
separated from Washington by a river,
crossed by a single bridze, more thun « mile
long, und commanded by the enemy’s gun-
boats,

Nor was it possible for the army to re-
main near its late battle-lelds, a3 the councry
around wus entirely stripped of supplies,
and there was no railroad to Richmond ex-
cept from the Rapidsn, To fll hack
far enough southward to open rmilroad
communication with Richmond, besides sac-
rificivg to a great extent the moral effeet of
the Confederate succes es, wight invite 4 re-
pewal of the attempt on the city by way of
the James river,

Uunder these circumstances there was but
one course lelt tor lmto pursueil he wonld
cave Ricbmwonl from the peril which be
koew would attend its investweut by

the large army of the enemy. He
must  give occupation to the Federal

army, und that occupation must be such
as 1o necessitate the largest concentration of
its forces, By this means he might cven
induce the enemy to withdraw troops from
otber parts of tbe Confederacy, and thus ob-
tain additional refatoicements for himself,
These results, however, required that be
should continue to threaten Washiogton and
the porthern States; and this he could not
do effsctually upless he should keep his
army near Washington, and where it could
be supported. >
It was for these reasons, as we learn from
the report of General Le«’s first invasion of
Maryland, that be crossed the Potomac; and
for like reasons, a3 it would be easy Lo sbow,
he invaded Maryland and Pennsylvania in
ls?i’. is not my intention to trace the cam-
igns of the army beyond the Poto-
mae, interesting and impertectly uqder—
stood as the events of those campiizns
are, but I have accomplisbed my present
purpose if I have succeeded in explaining thut
the situation of Richmond was intimately
conpected with the desizns of General Lee
in undertaking those expeditions, and that
the baltles of ESharpsburg and Gettysburg
weere in fact but a part of’ the plan by which
General Lee sought to defend Richmond,
and thereby enable him to waintaio hisarwy
in Nortbhern Virginia and 1o proximity to
the enemy’s border.
It would perhaps
that General Lee would
the Potomac bat for the
and vital jmoportune: oi
t impossible that bud the o
2? Fedl;.rsl operativns i Viginta Leen some
less exposed apd les seeesiole place - the
Confederate arfsy Wit tsve gaived advap-
tages that might ia¥ enabivd it to assume
the offensive i fuct as wail a5 d appearince.
Bat it ‘is more probabic tisd in such sn
event the Confederate Government woull
have availed itself of the opportaoity to ria-

be going too far to say,
ot have crossed
peentiar situation
{ichmond, It i3
Jeetive point

him tn proetde tor the defence of Washing-
ron withonr seriously diminishing the army
of General Grant, and the siege of Richmond
remaioed unbroken,

I have thus imperfectly endeavored to pre.
sert to you in a general way the d'fficulties
under which the Army of Northern Vire
giviz bad to struggle, und I think it I bave
wiade myself  understood that you will be
abwe Lo form a better idea of the extent and
wugnittde of its services than could be des
rived Irom 2 description of its various buate
tles, Lthe wost accurate comparison of its
strenglb with that of the encmy, o1 the most
careful enumeration of the losses it suse
tained or vflicted.

With the burden of Richmond’s weakness
coustuntly resting upon one arm, with the
utper it dealt those ponderons blows under
wineh tne gigantic power ot the Federul Go-
vernwent shook to its foundation.

My comrades, these are reflections which
add pew interest to the recollection of our
battles and our marches, They give unity
aud cousistency to a narrative that is com-
monly regarded as consisting of- detached
and independent events,

But time will not permit me to pursue the
subjeet turther now, nor do I belicye that
when we meet, as on this oceasion, to re-
vive the recollections und associaticns of our
army life, you give your first thoughts to
battles and enmpaigns. Buch names as Cold
Harhor, Manassas, Fredericksburg, Chaneel-
loisville, and imperishable Petersbury, recall
proud wemories, L koow, '

Bur yon, my comrades, on such an oceas
sion as this, When you hesr their names,
think first of the dear friends wlo lay by
your side in the bivouacof the nizht, and
were struck deud by your side in the battle
ot the worrow. You cease to think of the
stirring events of the combat wben you res
cali Lhe sceues after the battle, when
“Qur bugles sang truce, and the night-cloud had

Inwird. —
And the sentinel stars set thelr watch lo the

sky,
And ll:l: E:}.ﬁ::ml% had sunk to the ground overpows
tred,

The weary to sleep, and the wounded to de,”
You remember how you sut by some com=
tade whose lilc-gioud was fust ebbivg and
received from lips soon to be sealed in dealh
the last few words to mother, wife, ekild,
triend. You reeall a son Knecling over the
prostrate body of his fa*her, or father lean-
ing on his musket and guzing with mingled
agouy aud pride upon a brave young lace,
wuite in death, hiz hopa, his Lreasure, dead;
vee, but dewd on tpe geld of duty and of
bonor—dead in honoi’s foremost ranks,
These are the wucwiories which the survle
vors of the armv cherish nearest to their
hearts, and wickt wiieh they go bacek to thelr
battle-fields not a= the s¢enes of trivmph or
disaster, but as sacred spots, where brave
comredes fell—:pus on which they tread
with veiled faees and nnsandelled feet,
1t was not vur ortune to reap the fruits -
of a suceessfu! war, It was not ours,
coming back to onr homes, to receive from
those for whem vur wrms had won liberty
and safety tue bymu of welcome:
wOh! dav theice lovely when at length the soldler
Deturas home bato e whena he beeomnes
A fetlow=mall ainoag s wellow -men.

1 1 colors are n Sarled, the eavaleade
Maralitisy und 104 w.g buzz Is hushed, and hark !
Nouw the soft peace-march beais, bome, brothers,
home.”
But as I cast mv eyes over the whole his-
tory of the Army of Northern Virginia—
from its hirth, through its life of arduous
toil and danger, to the hour when its un-
stained sword fell from its exhausted hand —
I feel that it is worthy to have appled to it
those nohle words addressed by the Eonglish
poet ta the fallen ouk—
B 'rhm: --i’lm unmoved hast heard the whirlwlnd
htile

Fuil n‘un:l)’ a winter ronnd thy criggy nest,

ALl deas o0 garth-born glant hast outstretched

An hu dred arms, and heaven’s own boits defied,

Now [lest alorg the oative mountaln side -

Uptorn: pus wink not that | come Lo shed

1 i’.- {d e Arop of pliy o'er thy hewd,

Or basely 1o Insull thv blasted pride,

No. It stk e Laine, though fallen, imperial 01k,

' texch this lesson to the good uod brave ;

That 'tls { o Detter, overthrown and broke,

I tredoan's eause to #lnk 1nto the grave

I ham L. #2abinlssion to u tyrant’s yoke,

Like the vil- reed, to bow and be o slave,”

The acdress of Colonel Marsball was list~
encd to wilh profound attention throughe
out, was frequently and loudly applauded,
and was greeled with desfening applause
and au old * Revel yell?” when he took his
seil.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS.
On motion of General Bradiey T. Johue
ston, 4 committee wus uppointed to report
the numes of new offizers,
‘I'he tollowing were reported and unani-
‘mously elected :
President, General George E. Pickett,
Vice Presiden‘s, General W, H, ¥, Lee, Ge-
persl Kobert Ransom, General A. L, Loog,
Geperal H. Heth, Capwain D, B, McCorkle,
Tressurer, Major Robert Stiles; Sceretary,
George L. Christion; Assistant Seeretary, L.
s, Edwards; Executive Committee, G2nz2-
ral B, T. Johoson, Colonel Thomas H. Curs
ter, Mujor T. A. Braonder, Major W. K. Mir-
tin, Private Carlton MeCartby. )
The meeting then adjoursed to the ban.
quet ball nt the Excbange Hotel,

The Banguet.

Alout one bundred and twenty-tiye sol«
diers of the Arwy of Northern Yugiola sat
down to 60 excellent supper, served in the
Exchange dining-room, one whicb it would
wave been pleasant ‘o have seen un oid Con-.
federste reziwent su.cound.  After full jus-

of regulur toasts were read, and e
sponses weie made by Goveroor It
General W. B, Tuliaerro, Geperal W. K.
Payne, Geveral J. A. Early, General Fitz
Lee, General W
Lindsay Waéknrr.i
Dr. Carringion,
gl;'ll??i'lwley I, Jobnson, Genaral Robert -
Rinsom, General . H. Smith, Colouel G, §. -
Vepable, and Colonel ~Charies. Marshall,
Good humer, good fellowsbip, and good ox-
der prevailed, aod the whole aflate was &

prilliant success, : et
ppgky In Rockerrs.—A negro amed
ngn. Kdwirds was before Police-Justice
White vesterday, charged with breaki
entering the house of Amos.
Rocketts, in the night-time, and st
number of fowls, yalued at O{teen
The accused was examived and:senf,
the grand jury of the Hu
answer the charge.

Geperal J. A. Walker, Dr.°

its armies in the South and West rather
{weggagd in the invasion of the 2

orth. |

H. F. Lee, General B.
Judge Farrar, Gen- -

army.in Georgis, The corfidence of Gemes
ral Les in the belief that Richmond conld

‘Tue close of three years of bloody war - 2
found the diminished forces of the army =

numbers, and yet so strong was Gen'erzi i

tice bad been dope to the viandsa number =~
uentre-




